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This is an outline of my sermon text for the 2nd Sunday of Christmas, on January 5, 2020. My focus was the Gospel lesson, John 1:1-18. + pBRC
May God’s grace, mercy and love be with you forever. AMEN.
· I have to admit that I LOVE this text. It is known as the Prologue of John, John’s birth story for Jesus because it tells the whole story.

· Rather than beginning with Jesus’ birth as a baby, it begins with Jesus’ beginning at THE Beginning, that from before there was a beginning Jesus was a part of God.

· It is through Jesus that everything was created. 

· All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life.

· Jesus is the Word of God, the Word that God spoke and created everything. In the story of creation from Genesis, chapter 1, when God spoke, it was Jesus who went to work creating light, land, sky, and creatures. What has come into being in him was life.
· Then, that light and life became one of us.

· The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 

· I must take a moment to mention how John’s Gospel, and passages like the last one I just read have been used for violence and hatred against the Jewish people. 

· In the past year, there has been a dramatic increase in violent acts against our Jewish brothers and sisters, and it stems from powerful and influential people castigating those who are different as being less than human, as being unworthy of being treated with respect and basic tolerance.

· We as Lutherans must put ourselves on the frontlines against such attacks to the Jewish community because our tradition carries the stigma of having had Luther’s words used against Jewish people during the Holocaust. 

· We as Lutherans must put ourselves on the frontlines against racial hatred because members of our own tradition have been responsible for such violence. 

· Thoughts and prayers do not atone and repent for the wrongs inflicted by others who share the name and lineage of our faith.

· Standing up and speaking out begin the work of reconciliation.

· As ELCA Presiding Bishop Eaton wrote in response to the recent attacks in New York, we must “address the root causes of anti-Semitism and its menacing companions of white supremacy and xenophobia.”

· We must try to be an example to others of how to live by sharing God’s love.

· And sharing God’s love in a hurting world is exactly what Jesus came to do, and John describes Jesus’ mission using a word that he does not use after this in his Gospel.

· And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. … From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 

· Think about this, if the Word of God, the entity through which all of everything was created, if that entity then entered into creation what would that entity exhibit as its main characteristic?

· The being that brought everything into being steps into their creation, and how would you expect that being to act?

· Would it be smug and superior? “I made that. See how detailed my work here is?”

· Would it be angry and upset when we didn’t treat creation with the proper respect?

· Would it be disappointed that we didn’t appreciate the beauty and complexity of what had been made?

· When the Word became flesh and lived among us, He showed us grace and truth.

· John describes Jesus being incarnated, becoming human as: full of grace and truth. … From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. … grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
· After these mentions, John never uses the word grace again. Twenty-four more times he refers to truth in his Gospel; never again does he mention grace.

· The Word of God that created creation has entered creation as a Human being, full of grace and truth. What does that mean for us?

· Truth is going to show us that despite our pride, despite our best of intentions and despite our new resolutions, we fail to follow or fulfill God’s law and commands. 

· Truth is an unflattering mirror in harsh light that not only shows, but highlights our faults. 

· Truth keeps you awake at night. Truth is a cold shiver when you are warm. Truth makes you sit alone and stare into nothingness.

· Truth reveals the mistakes we’ve made, the crises we’ve created, and the relationships we’ve wrecked.

· Truth shows us the things that came into being through us.

· But grace shows us how God wants things to be. 

· Grace is a gift of forgiveness given without merit.

· Grace is the hug of a of a loved one.

· Grace is someone holding you and giving you tissues while you ugly cry.

· Grace shows us the love that came into being through God.

· John doesn’t have to use the word grace in the remaining twenty-one chapters of his Gospel because the Word that became flesh lives it out. 

· The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

· The light shown and revealed the truth to the world. We are all broken and have fallen short.
· But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God.

· The light also revealed the Word of God is filled with grace, available for all who believe that God can be filled with love and mercy and forgiveness.
· And that is a great beginning.
AMEN.

� 	John 1:3-4.


� 	John 1:9-11.


� 	ELCA Release on December 30, 2019. � HYPERLINK "https://www.elca.org/News-and-Events/8016?fbclid=IwAR1Gf80P0JdVpH2khPpXM-YS9E6ZzlRongWd2SgjRgjh8oQR4pcjJvpgVVQ" �https://www.elca.org/News-and-Events/8016?fbclid=IwAR1Gf80P0JdVpH2khPpXM-YS9E6ZzlRongWd2SgjRgjh8oQR4pcjJvpgVVQ�.


� 	John 1:14, 16-17.


� 	John 1:9.


� 	John 1:12.
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