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This is an outline of my sermon text for Easter Sunday, on April 12, 2020. My focus was on the 
Gospel lessons, John 20:1-18. + pBRC 
 

This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. Amen. 
 

• The tomb is empty. He is risen. But the church is empty. 
o Our joy in celebrating that our Savior has been raised is challenged by the fact that 

we are celebrating this day in little individual family pockets. 
§ Both of these empty things are unsettling for us. 

• The empty sanctuary is unsettling because Easter is one of the days when 
EVERYONE comes to church.  
o But today, this room is empty. 

o Our Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton published Easter video that I put on all of our 
Facebook pages, and she said, “That first Easter, there were no joyous 
celebrations, or churches packed with parishioners.  
Instead, there was fear, and anxiety, and crushing disappointment.”A 
§ The more I worked on this msg, the more I came back to the last line.  

Instead, there was fear, and anxiety, and crushing disappointment. 
• One week ago, I stood behind a different table and talked about how much can 

change in a week. 
o One week ago in our liturgical calendar, Jesus was given a hero’s welcome as he 

entered Jerusalem. 
§ Today, one week later, his body is in a tomb. 

o One week ago in our liturgical calendar, Jesus’ disciples’ heads were filled with 
dreams of glory and freedom from Roman rule. 
§ Today, one week later, they are hiding in an upper room afraid they are the next 

to go to the cross. 
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o Just over one week ago in our liturgical calendar, Mary of Bethany anointed Jesus 
with precious oil. 
§ Today, just over one week later, Mary Magdalene, and other women go to anoint 

Jesus’ body with burial spices. 
o Instead, there was fear, and anxiety, and crushing disappointment. 

• One month and one day ago, I stood in front of another table while several people who 
were in that Wednesday worship service had their phones going off because the 
Thunder DIDN’T play a basketball game.  
o The next day the sports world came to a halt. Then the world changed.  
o Government officials began issuing stay-at-home orders.  

We learned what was considered essential, and what wasn’t.  
§ A lot of you learned about the internet and telecommunications.  

Seeing who is on Facebook and Zoom make me realize how much the world 
had changed. 

§ In what has to have been one of the longest months ever, we have all ridden 
emotional roller coasters, and not the basic up, down, sharp turn ones. Our 
emotional roller coasters have been upside down, inside out, nausea inducing 
inversions and barrel rolls. 

o Instead, there was fear, and anxiety, and crushing disappointment. 
§ One thing I have always wondered about with the resurrection story was exactly 

what did Mary Magdalene plan on doing? 
• Now, I think Mary and the women are the heroes of Easter. 
• The other Gospels have Mary Magdalene as part of a group of women. The 

women stayed near the cross, and they saw where Jesus was buried. The 
other Gospels say they spent the Sabbath preparing burial spices. 

§ But as Mary went to the tomb, I don’t know what she was going to do. 
• How were they getting into the tomb? Who would move the stone? 
• I don’t think they thought that far ahead. They were operating on autopilot. 

Someone they loved was dead. Someone had to anoint the body. They were 
the women closest to him, so they had to do it. 
o So they got ready to do what they were supposed to do. 

§ They didn’t care or worry about the details of HOW to do it.  
o They too, like the male disciples were expecting a week of triumph, and 

glory. 
o Instead, there was fear, and anxiety, and crushing disappointment. 

• People had initial hopes that this would pass quickly, and we would be gathered 
together to celebrate Easter. 
o Or maybe in some form we could gather together.  
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o The idea of a drive-in Easter service was floated, and then fell apart because it 
risked too many people’s health.  

o It’s not just that we missed out on things, but we have no idea when we are going to 
get back to anything near normal. 
§ And we realize, that what we will come back to will not be the same as what we 

left behind. 
o Instead, there was fear, and anxiety, and crushing disappointment. 

• Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed 
from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the 
one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the 
tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other 
disciple set out and went toward the tomb. B 
o The problem Mary hadn’t thought to address has literally been removed. The new 

problem is that the body they came for isn’t there. 
§ She goes to get two of the disciples who were the closest to Jesus, and they run 

to see for themselves. 
§ They go into the tomb, see the wrappings, and then the disciples returned to 

their homes.C 
§ One disciple saw and believed, even though he didn’t understand. 

• But even not understanding, they returned to their homes. 
o Instead, there was fear, and anxiety, and crushing disappointment. 

§ Mary Magdalene stays at the tomb. She wants to understand. 
§ She sees someone, and makes the most logical assumption that he is the 

gardener and asks where the body has been moved to.  
o Then Jesus calls her by her name, Mary.D 

§ That is the moment when everything changed. 
§ See, the empty tomb is unsettling because the dead stay dead.  

• If the dead don’t stay dead, then anything can happen. 
• If God can raise the dead, then what is it that God cannot do? 

§ And with her name being called, everything has changed. 
• Not only has the power of death been defeated. 
• Not only have the bonds of sin been broken. 

§ No longer was there was fear, and anxiety, and crushing disappointment. 
o Instead there is hope and peace and liberating joy. He is risen. 

o We are thrilled that He is risen. We are thrilled at the resurrection, because that 
means the resurrection is promised to us as well. 
§ Death has been defeated. Like Christ, we too shall be raised. 
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o But wait, there’s even more! 
• When Jesus appears to Mary, He tells her not to hold onto him.  

He still has to ascend to the Father. He still has more to do. 
o Remember the Good News that He is risen trickled out to small groups. 

§ In those appearances, Jesus continues to teach the disciples. 
• Because Jesus appeared on the Road to Emmaus, we know we can always 

find him in in the reading of Scripture. 
• Because Jesus appeared in the Upper Room, the Apostles had their minds 

opened to those Scriptures, and to Jesus’ fulfillment. 
• Because Jesus appeared to Thomas, we learn that "Blessed are those who 

have not seen and yet have come to believe.”E 
• Because Jesus appeared at the Sea of Tiberias, Peter is forgiven and told to 

tend the Christ’s lambs and sheep.  
• Because Jesus appeared on the Mountain in Galilee, we receive the Great 

Commission to "Make disciples of all nations … teach them to obey 
everything that I have commanded you.”F Jesus tell us that He will be with 
us forever, until the end of time.  

• Because Jesus appeared to the disciples before ascending, the Apostles 
hear “that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his 
name to all nations.” G  

• Because Jesus sent the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, the Apostles 
welcome 3000 members to the Church. 

o The fact that He is risen doesn’t mean the story is over.  
§ Because the tomb is empty, it doesn’t mean everything was over for the 

Apostles. In fact, their work was just beginning. 
§ The fact that our church is (temporarily) empty, it doesn’t mean it is over for us 

modern-day Apostles. In fact, it’s just getting started. 
• There was fear, and anxiety, and crushing disappointment. 

o This is not the Easter any of us had planned. 
§ This is not the world any of us had planned. 

o We are close to having as many people die each day from COVID-19 as those who 
died on 9/11. And this will continue for many more weeks. 

o But because the tomb was empty and He was raised, we remember that for God, 
anything and everything is possible.  
§ Our God loved us so much that God gave the Only Son to suffer, die and be 

raised to show us that NOTHING can separate us from God’s love.  
o Just as the empty tomb on the first Easter Sunday was the beginning of a new story, 

the empty church on this Easter Sunday is the beginning of a new story. 
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§ Any time there is change, there is fear, and anxiety, and the chance of crushing 
disappointment. But there are opportunities for the church to lead as we all 
venture into this new world, bravely. 
• We could give into fear, and anxiety, & crushing disappointment. 

o It is easy to do.  
o Or we can realize our little group of churches, while struggling for survival, have the 

opportunity to do new things and do things in new ways. 
§ We are already doing new things, trying different ideas. 

• There have, and will be stumbles and struggles, and I hope that people act in 
grace-filled ways. 

§ We can look for opportunities to come to us, or seek them out.  
• It took the disciples all of the time between that first Easter Sunday and the 

Day of Pentecost to understand and comprehend what it meant that the tomb 
was empty and that He was raised. 

• They had to come to grips with what it meant that the dead don’t stay dead. 
And while they initially gave into fear, and anxiety, and crushing 
disappointment, they developed faith and changed from disciples and 
followers into Apostles and leaders. 

§ I pray that as we walk into the unknown future, we develop and strengthen our 
faith and trust in our loving and grace filled God, and in one another as we leave 
fear, and anxiety, and crushing disappointment behind, living into a new Easter 
for the church. 

§ As you metaphorically venture out on this most unique Easter Sunday, I ask you, 
“What are you looking for?” 

Amen. 
 

 
 

A  Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, “There Will Be Joy. Bishop Eaton’s Easter 2020 Message.” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HWfXKHmjjDc 

B  John 20-1-3. 
C  John 20:10. 
D  John 20:16. 
E  John 20:29. 
F  Matthew 29:19-20. 
G  Luke 24:47. 


