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This is an outline of my sermon text for Second Sunday of Easter, on April 19, 2020. My focus 
was on the Gospel lesson, Luke 24:13-35, the Road to Emmaus. + pBRC. 
 
What shall I return to the LORD for all of the LORD’s bounty to me? 
I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all God’s people!  AMEN 
 
• The reason I wanted to deviate from the lectionary is we never hear all of the 

appearances of Jesus together. Today, many are hearing the story of Doubting Thomas, 
which we will hear in two weeks. 
o I think journeying with the disciples as they chronologically and sequentially move from 

grief, pain and trauma into change and leadership, with side trips through astonishment, 
bewilderment, doubt, acceptance and trust, all of it helps to better understand them & 
their actions as profiled in the Acts and in the Epistles. 
§ At least that is what I, and the congregations I served, learned when we went 

through this a few years ago. 
o But this time, IN this time, we are walking a course close to parallel to the path 

walked by the early church. 
§ Now What Do We Do? 

• That was a question any of the disciples could ask. 
§ Now What Do We Do? 

• That’s a question I regularly ask. 
• And there is no answer. 

o The answer is to be about the work our Risen Lord has given us to do. 
§ The thing is it takes the disciples 50 days to get to that work. 

• They don’t get there during what we know as the Easter season. 
• For them, Good Friday to the Day of Pentecost, is an extended time of 

mourning, moving to acceptance and then empowerment. 
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§ In a comparable time, we are in the process of moving from lives lived in fear and 
isolation into a time of faith and innovation.  
• The notion of “We’ve always done it this way,” has been forcefully discarded 

and replaced with “Let’s give that a try.”  
• The Church is being reinvented as we go. 
• But as we move into a future different from what we pictured way back in the 

good old days of early March, we need to understand that it is ok to mourn and 
grieve.  
o It is more than alright, it is needed.  

• One of my favorite New Testament scholars wrote that this passage included what may 
be the saddest words in all of ScriptureA. 
o But we had hoped ….B 
o Those four words describe the feelings of Cleopas and his walking partner, as well as 

all of those who followed Jesus. 
o Remember this happens on Easter Sunday afternoon. Cleopas and his associate heard 

the women found the tomb was empty. 
§ Some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 

and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had 
indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were 
with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not 
see him.C 

§ They couldn’t begin to believe the dead don’t stay dead. 
It was easier to deal with the crushing devastation that they backed the wrong 
horse. They picked the wrong Messiah. 
• But we had hoped …. 

o When this stranger asked them what was wrong, like so many people in grief, they 
poured their hearts out.  
§ People who are grieving often find the only way for them to deal with their loss is 

to talk about it, to tell stories. 
• So, Cleopas and the other disciple explain to the stranger who they thought, or 

had hoped, Jesus was.  
§ That weekend had to be an incredible challenge for Jesus’ followers. 

• Before then, Jesus was always with them. He was their teacher, their hero, their 
friend. He was their source of strength and of pride. 

• He empowered them to dream the impossible and to believe it could happen. 
They believed he was the Promised One. 
o He warned them about his suffering and death, but that couldn’t happen to 

THEIR Messiah.  
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• They saw and experienced his miracles; the sick were healed; the hungry were 
fed; the dead were raised. 
o Then he was arrested. Then he was tried. Then he was crucified. 

§ But we had hoped …. 
o While he raised other from death, they couldn’t believe HE could be raised, 

no matter what the women said. 
o So Cleopas and the other disciple went for a walk, and they talked as they 

walked, trying to sort out this past week. 
§ Then, a kindly stranger joined them on the road to Emmaus, and asked 

what they were talking about. 
• Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 

declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter 
into his glory? D 
o One of the most difficult things to do with the written word is to interpret and 

understand how something is said when the text gives no hint. 
o Were Jesus’ words condemning, mocking, grief-filled, or perplexed? 

§ He realized, as if He didn’t know already that they still didn’t get it. 
o They had hoped Jesus was the Messiah who would free them from bondage of the 

Romans and defeat the power held over Israel. 
§ They could not expect Jesus was the Messiah who would free them from bondage 

to sin and defeat the power of death for everyone. 
o They could not see the Cross as anything but the symbol of terrorizing power the 

Roman Empire could inflict upon anyone. 
§ They could not accept the Cross as the necessary symbol of an all-consuming love 

shown by the Creator to all of God’s creation. 
§ They, and we do also, struggle to see why the Cross was necessary. 

• It was necessary for Christ to suffer death on the Cross to show that NOTHING 
can separate us from God’s love, not even a murder in a brutal terroristic 
fashion. Not even Jesus’ disciples and followers not getting it, and being 
disappointed.  

o The Messiah God sent to save the world was not the Messiah his followers hoped He 
would be. 
§ That is why Mary Magdalene thought Jesus was the gardener. 
§ That is why Cleopas and the other disciple didn’t recognize Jesus. 

• The dead stay dead. The Messiah has to act as we had hoped. 
o But when the Risen Jesus Christ did what they were familiar with, then they could 

recognize him. 
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§ When Jesus called her, Mary;E when Jesus he took bread, blessed and broke it, and 
gave it to them;F when Jesus did the things they experienced, the things they knew him 
for, THEN they recognized Him.  

o They wanted His kingdom to be where the faithful would be set apart. 
§ They wanted a kingdom where they would be set above. 

• Let’s be honest, we wouldn’t mind that as well. 
o But we had hoped …. 

§ Instead, we all got an embodied kingdom, where the ways of God and God’s love are 
shown NOT in precious possessions or in auspicious displays of ostentatiousness, but 
in simple, ordinary things. 
• Things like bread, wine, water, and a symbol of execution co-opted into a sign 

of universal love. 
o All of Jesus’ disciples had hoped he would be the Messiah they had hoped he would 

be. They did not listen to him as he lived out the type of Messiah they needed him to 
be; the type of Messiah we need him to be now, and the type of Messiah we need to 
follow today. 

• In this time of Covid-crisis, of shelter at home and more people in masks than at a super-
hero convention, how should we look for a Jesus to follow? 
o We should learn from the errors of the disciples, and not look for Jesus in the places 

and ways we expect. 
§ We should NOT put God to the test and expect God to protect us from this virus. 

We SHOULD listen to medical experts who have the health of everyone at heart, 
and not people with political or economic agendas. 
• I’ve said this crisis became real to the world when the Thunder didn’t play a 

game they were supposed to. Over the next few days when the sports world 
shut down, governments and businesses paid attention and followed their leads. 

• In my opinion, when sporting events are played in front of fans, its safe for us to 
worship together. I guess I’ve already given my report for tomorrow’s Covenant 
Council meeting. 
o I’d rather preach all Summer to empty pews than to preach at ONE 

preventable funeral. 
§ We should look at ways to love our neighbor in need without putting ourselves or 

our neighbors in danger.  
• Jesus is visible when we show hospitality to others without any expectation of 

receiving anything in return. 
• I am SO proud of the things that I know y’all are doing. 

o You are making masks & getting them to people who need them. 
o You are finding ways to get food to people who are struggling. 
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o You are using the resources you have to help those in need. 
• Through the works and efforts and cares and prayers you have done, are doing 

and will continue to do, you are making Christ visible in a world where too 
often our eyes have been kept shut. 

• This isn’t going to be a long Spring. This is going to be a long Summer. 
o We are going to face challenges. 
o We will encounter changes. 
o We may face losses. 
o But if we trust in the promises made through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ, and do the acts of love He calls us to do, we will experience and recognize 
the Christ in our midst. 

o All of this, we do in trust. All of this, we do in faith.  
§ All of this, we do in hope.  

 
Amen. 

 

 
 

A  David Lose, “Luke 24:13-21a,” … in the meantime;  
http://www.davidlose.net/2013/04/luke-24-13-21a/ 

B  Luke 24:21. 
C  Luke 24:22-24. 
D  Luke 24:25-26 
E  John 20:16. 
F  Luke 24:30. 


