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This is an outline of my sermon text for the Third Sunday of Easter, on April 26, 2020. My 
focus was on the Gospel lesson, Jesus appearing in the Upper Room, Luke 24:36-49. + pBRC 
 

Grace to you, and God’s peace as well!  AMEN 
 

• We know this story. It appears here in Luke’s Gospel, as well as in John’s. 
o The differences are here Cleopas and his walking partner have shared their 

visit from the Risen Christ as they walked the road to Emmaus. 
o In John’s Gospel, Thomas has left the room that was locked because the 

disciples were afraid the Temple Leaders would come for them next. 
§ John uses Jesus’ visit to set up His next appearance, which we hear next 

week, when Jesus appears to satisfy Thomas’ doubts. 
• We know this story. Jesus appears to his disciples late on Easter Sunday. 

o They heard from the women that the tomb was empty. Some even saw it for 
themselves. They heard from Cleopas and the other disciple. 
§ They are beginning to believe Jesus has been raised. 
§ But they are beginning to understand they don’t understand what that 

means. How could Jesus be raised from the dead? 
• Just then, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with 

you.” They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a 
ghost. He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in 
your hearts?” A 
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o Jesus appears to those who have been the closest to Him; those whom He 
called to follow Him; those who have seen Him perform miracles, including 
raising people from the dead. 
§ To these, His brothers, they are startled and terrified, frightened and filled 

with doubts. Despite all they had seen, heard and experienced, they still 
couldn’t fully believe. They still didn’t believe. 

o For us, in the midst of the Covid-crisis, our confusion on whether to come out 
of seclusion, and our worries for ourselves and our loved ones, we too are 
startled and terrified, frightened and filled with doubts. 
§ Despite our life experiences, how we have seen, heard and felt Jesus in our 

lives, we still couldn’t fully believe. We still have doubts. 
• How can this happen to us? Why won’t God protect us and keep us safe? 

How long will it be before I can be with my loved ones? 
• We were never promised that life would be easy.  

o In fact, it was just the opposite. Christ tells those who would follow Him 
that they must pick up their cross to follow Him. 

• But we are promised is that He will never abandon us. 
o When he appears in the locked room, Jesus himself stood among them and 

said to them, “Peace be with you.”B 
o He doesn’t taunt them with “I told you so,” because He had. 
o He doesn’t announce their forgiveness for doubting Him. 
o Instead, he offers them His peace, God’s peace. 

§ That peace is the promise He won for us, for all of humanity and all of the 
cosmos, on the Cross; that nothing can separate us from God and God’s 
love.  
• Death cannot, because the Risen Christ destroyed death’s dominion. 
• Nor can our sins, because the Creator has forgiven and erased them so 

that they cannot keep us from spending forever and ever with our loved 
one and the One who loves us the most. 

§ In the midst of chaos, of the dead not staying dead and in death being in 
the air all around us, our Risen Savior offers us “Peace.” 

• When faced with an outpouring of mixed emotions, Jesus does not rebuke or 
reject anyone, but because He is truly human, He understands, and acts in the 
most human of ways.  
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o While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to 
them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled 
fish, and he took it and ate in their presence. C 

o Because we focus so much on the fact that Jesus is the Son of God, we tend to 
forget that He is also the Son of Man. While he is totally divine in nature, he is 
also wholly human as well.  
§ He knows our pain. He understands our volatile emotions. He gets how we 

can swing wildly in our emotions, actions and faith.  
§ He acts to reassure the disciples who think he is a ghost by asking for 

something to eat. 
• He reassures us with his presence, and sends the Holy Spirit to lead and 

guide others to comfort, console and calm us.  
• He is always ready to listen to our prayers; our hopes and fears, our 

praise and our tears, our times of joy, wonder and disbelief. 
• He reminds them, and us, that “You are witnesses of these things.” D 

o We do not have a choice whether we are witnesses or not. 
o We have received God’s love, grace, mercy and forgiveness. 

§ We have seen, felt and experienced God’s love at work in our lives and in 
the world. We know what God can do and has done. 

o We must decide HOW we will share our witness. 
§ Those of you who are joining this service of worship on Social Media and 

like and follow and share this service and post about it.  
§ You can like, follow, share and subscribe to the various Social Media 

expressions of the Covenant Churches. 
§ You can help with the projects and works the Covenant Churches are doing 

and will do.  
§ Or you can live your life answering the Risen Christ’s call to tend to the 

Least, the Last, the Lost, the Little Ones and those who are all Alone.  
• You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 

soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your 
neighbor as yourself. E 

• Remember that in the tumultuous times we are living in, our Risen Savior is always 
with you; He has never and will never abandon you. He knows our human 
struggles, and is with us, always.  
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o He wants us to share our story of His love to provide comfort and guidance to 
others, for us to support and strengthen one another. 

o And he always gives us his peace. 
Amen. 

 

 
 

A  Luke 24:36-38. 
B  Luke 24:36. 
C  Luke 24:41-43. 
D  Luke 24:48. 
E  Luke 10:27. 


