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This is an outline of my sermon text for the Sixth Sunday of Easter, on May 17, 2020. My 
focus was on the Gospel lesson, Matthew 28:16-20, the Great Commission. + pBRC 
 

Grace to you, and God’s peace as well!  AMEN 
 

• Have you ever thought about what your final words might be? 
o If you knew it was the last time you would see or be with someone, what would 

be the last thing you would want to say to them? 
o Each Gospel has a final, farewell scene between Jesus and his disciples. 

§ Because Mark does not have a resurrection appearance, in his Gospel, Jesus’ 
last meaningful conversation with his disciples was presenting himself as the 
bread and wine in Holy Communion.  

§ We heard most of John’s ending last week, when Jesus commissioned Peter. 
What we didn’t hear was John writing that there are other stories about Jesus, 
but these are the ones John chose. 
• But John also records Jesus talking to his disciples at their final meal for 

five chapters. 
§ We will hear Luke’s ending next week where he describes Jesus ascending 

into heaven which is the bridge event for his Gospel and his book of the Acts 
of the Apostles. 

§ Matthew ends with this story. It is the only time that he reports Jesus 
appearing to his disciples. On that Easter morning, Jesus told the women to 
tell the disciples Jesus would meet them in Galilee. 
• This is that meeting.  

o I described the lesson we heard from John last week as the Commissioning of 
Peter, and did so because being commissioned means you are sent out with a 
mission, a purpose, along with the authority and ability to fulfill that mission.  
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§ Being commissioned means you are not just commanded, but you are 
equipped, empowered, and authorized to fulfill your mission. 

§ Two of the four Gospels end with Jesus commissioning his disciples, and by 
extension, all of the disciples who follow in their footsteps in the fulfillment of 
time. That means us.  

§ John records Jesus giving his disciples a new commandment, This is my 
commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. A 
• Fulfilling a command is all up to you.  

o You do it. You don’t do it. It is all on you.  
• If you are commissioned, you’ve been given what you need to do it. 

• So people, we’ve got work to do. 
o The commissioning of Peter and the Great Commission here applies to us. You. 

Me. Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. 
o We are commissioned with all we need to do fulfill Christ’s mission. 

§ That mission is the command Jesus gave, love one another as I have loved you. 
§ The thing is, that is the easy part. 

• God loves us, each of us, all of us, so we love God in response to God’s love. 
• God loves us, each of us, all of us, so we love others in response to God’s love. 
• What we need to realize and remember and take into the world is that 

everyone we meet was made in the same image of God, in the same 
Imago Dei that we were. 
o Everyone. All y’all. Even those people who make your blood boil.  

§ Especially those people who make your blood boil. 
o Jesus said to them, Go … and make disciples of all nations. B 

§ All means all. All nations. All people. 
• He sends his followers out to all of the world to lead others to follow Christ. 

o But the most challenging part of the mission Christ is sending us on is the very 
first word he says, Go. C 
§ This is an opportunity that the Covid virus crisis has given us. 
§ We have to go out into the world because no one can come to us. 

• Our buildings are closed. No one is coming to us. 
• But the world, and our communities, are not fully open and safe. 
• So what can we do to fulfill the Great Commission? 

§ We need to use the tools we have. 
• Like the one we are using right now.  
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§ Last week’s service on Facebook had a peak of 16 unique live viewers. That 
means between 16 accounts logged on and watched most of the service as it 
was broadcast live. 
• While it was live, it received 6 likes. 

o When you like something, it may show up in your feed. 
• If you want it to show up in your feed, you need to share it.  

o By sharing a video or post on Facebook, it appears in your news feed to 
everyone who is your friend or who follows you. 

o During the live stream, there were no shares. 
o In the four days since, through Friday, there were a subsequent 18 

views of most of the 45-minute video. Most of them came from the four 
shares of the video. 
§ The video was shared to the Ascension, Redeemer and St. Mark 

Facebook pages, as well as my personal pages. 
• I made those shares, and we had more people watch the service 

NOT live than did live. 
§ Sunday mornings don’t work for everyone. But it works for many of you.  

• And so we will keep those.  
• Video is working. And we will keep that.  
• But we need to find other ways to get our Good News out there. 

o And a really, easy way for you to do so is to click the thumbs up button, 
or the heart button or the arrow button. 

o I’m going to keep posting and sharing, but about ½ my friends are 
pastors, so I’m hoping they already know the Good News. 

o Sometime around suppertime tonight, I’ll have this message available to 
share, or like, or follow. 
§ Monday morning, I’ll have a 60 or 90 second sermon summary for 

you to share or like, or follow.  
• This is not to blow my own horn, but because I know it works. 

o Because I’ve had people contact me from some posts and have tried to 
help them with the stuff they are struggling with. 

§ But I use this as an example of the little things you can do to Go … and make 
disciples of all nations, … teaching them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you. D 
• I wore this cap into the restaurant where I got a to go order on my way 

home last Sunday and got into a conversation with the cashier and another 
customer about what “God’s Work. Our Hands.” means. I talked about 3 
very different churches trying to come together around a common mission. 
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o We don’t know what that mission will be, but it will be us doing God’s 
work with our hands. With the hands of the CLOKC. 

§ You are doing the work. You’re making masks. You are delivering food. You 
are in prayer. 
• I know you are praying for me. I need it and I can feel it.  
• But we need to do more.  
• We need to be prepared to do things differently. 

o Whenever it is that we gather back together, our Sunday services will be 
different than they were. 
§ What they will look like, I don’t know, but we need to understand what 

we used to do is done. It’s gone. 
o But I am excited for the future.  

§ I’m frustrated at the work we need to do and the things we need to let go in 
order to have a new future, to live into that new future. 
• A future of Church Together. 

§ I am confident because we have all been commissioned to make disciples. 
• We have been commissioned. God gave us this mission and has given us 

the tools and talents, the abilities and assets, the gifts and blessings we 
need to do the work God is calling us to do.  

§ I am confident because we are not on this mission by ourselves. 
• Remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age. E 
• We aren’t doing this by ourselves.  
• Jesus Christ is with us in all that we do in His name,  

o having blessed us to be a blessing to others,  
o forgiving us so we can give to others, 
o saving us so we can serve others,  
o calling us beloved so we can be love to others, 

o We are sent into the world to be like Christ to those in need because Christ is 
always with, and in, us. 
§ With that, there is no way that we can fail in our mission. 

 
And let God’s people say …Amen. 

 
A  John 15:12. 
B  Matthew 28:19. 
C  Matthew 28:19. 
D  Matthew 28:19-20. 
E  Matthew 28:20. 


