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This is an outline of my sermon text for the Ascension Sunday, on May 24, 2020. My focus 
was on Luke 24:44-53 and Acts 1.6-15, the texts describing Jesus’ ascension, with a hat tip to 
Ephesians 2:8-9. + pBRC 
 

Grace to you, and God’s peace as well!  AMEN 
 

• Our two lessons tell the story of Jesus, having completed his earthly ministry, 
ascending into heaven. The Day of the Ascension is 40 days from Easter Sunday. It 
was actually last Thursday.  
o The Day of Pentecost, when “you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you,” A is ten days after that. It is next Sunday; the word Pentecost 
meaning 50 days.  

o In 40 days, the disciples of Jesus Christ go from hiding in a locked room in fear of 
being the next to be arrested and crucified, to going back into that same upper 
room, now open with the remaining eleven disciples, together with certain 
women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. B They 
no longer hid in fear of the Temple leaders, but they were continually in the 
temple blessing God. C 
§ They were no longer alone, but had added to their numbers. 
§ In ten days more, they will proclaim the Good News and add thousands. 

o What changed? How did they go from fear to anticipation to proclamation? 
§ They saw the Risen Christ. They heard him. They ate with him.  
§ But more importantly, they had their hearts and minds opened. 

• Everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the 
psalms must be fulfilled. Then he opened their minds to understand 
the scriptures, and he said to them, Thus it is written, that the Messiah 
is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day. D  
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§ Even so, some doubted. Each of Matthew, Luke and John wrote despite having 
seen the Risen Christ, some of disciples doubted. E 

o No matter their doubts, Jesus calls and commands them. He empowers and 
commissions them regardless, and in despite, of their fears and faults. 
§ Even if they don’t think they are ready. Jesus prepares them, because he 

knows that they ARE ready. 
§ That is why I selected these lessons for the Easter season for the Covenant 

Churches.  
• People, you need to be ready. 

o The apostles had 50 days to prepare for their world to change. 
o You have just over twice that. You have 105 days. 

• While John describes Jesus commissioning Peter, and Matthew describes Jesus giving 
the disciples a great commission, Luke tells this story twice, at the end of his Gospel and 
again at the beginning of the Acts of the Apostles.  
o Blending the two accounts reveals Jesus’ final instructions. You will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth. F Repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name 
to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.G  
§ In His LAST words to them, he tells those who travelled with Him, those whom 

He called how they will continue his mission, how they will do His work with their 
hands. He says they will be his witnesses. 
• The best way they can share the Good News of what God has done for the 

world through the life, death, resurrection AND ascension of Jesus Christ is to 
tell people what they saw, what they heard and what they experienced. 

• That goes for you as well.  
• I went to church last Sunday afternoon in a suburb of Columbus, Ohio. I struggle to 

worship while leading worship, and so having services online has been a blessing. A 
dear friend from seminary serves there  
o I listened to Pastor Adam Sornchai preach H, and he told a story of a new member 

who challenged Adam, and all Lutherans.  
You Lutherans have such a great message. But you keep it to yourselves. 

• We need to be witnesses of how the love from God has changed our lives. 
o Our Lutheran understanding that it is by grace you have been saved through 

faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—  not the result of 
works. I is a message people need to hear. 

o They need to hear from fellow sinners that God loves them no matter how messed up 
they and their lives are. They don’t need to be good enough to go to church. They 
need to know that God is good enough for them. 
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§ Churches are hospitals for the suffering sinners, not shrines to those who think 
they are holier than thou. 

§ In truth, our churches should be a lot more like AA meetings, support groups for 
recovering and relapsing sinners.  

• I’ve spent this season of Easter telling you the Resurrection stories of how Jesus 
prepared his disciples to go and to be the church because I also wanted to prepare you. 
o Last Summer, the Covenant Council, each congregation, and church council 

commissioned a Futures Task Force to prepare a plan for the three Covenant 
Lutheran Oklahoma City Churches to become one church.  
§ Their work is almost finished, and will be done in June. 
§ They will recommend we close and sell two churches, move into the third 

temporarily to discern where and to what God is calling us.  
§ Their recommendation is to have all of us under one roof by Sunday, 

September 6, 105 days from now. 
• Relax. This isn’t a done deal. ALL of the members of the Covenant 

Churches will have multiple opportunities to weigh in on this. 
• Our world must change. Drastic times call for drastic measures. 
• Each church has been struggling, and that was before this virus.  

• HOWEVER. We worship a God who says, See, I am making all things new. J 
o Each one of us has to decide if we are going to stay locked in our room, afraid of 

what is out there. And the thing that we fear the most is change. 
§ We want things to be the way they have always been. 

We take comfort in the familiar. 
§ We have doubts that things can change.  

We don’t believe that we can come together. You may not want to. 
o But, let me share some bad news with you. 

§ The good old days are dead and gone. 
§ The church you knew from the beginning of March is dead. 

• It will be a LONG time before we have a service where we physically pass 
the peace with handshakes, hugs and kisses. 

• It will be a LONG time before we sing collectively together. 
§ The in-person worship service that will be at Redeemer on June 14th will be a 

Lutheran service in structure, but for health and safety reasons, will refrain from 
contact. It will look and feel very different. 

o If our churches were dying, and the way we worship must change out of necessity, 
we have to do something new. 
§ We need to change ourselves and be willing to be witnesses. 



 

 Page 4 of 4 

§ We need to find new ways to reach people whom we can help with our gifts, 
talents and abilities. 

§ We need to move beyond arguing over what belongs to whom and remember 
that all things are gifts from God, entrusted to us to serve God and our 
neighbors in need. 
• We have to trust each other and we have to trust God. 

• When Jesus ascended into the heavens, the disciples stood there, looking at where 
he had been.  
o Then, two men stood beside them and asked why they were still looking 

heavenward. They reminded the disciples of what they had to do.  
o In this time of uncertainty, I have shared with you yet something else that is 

possibly going to change.  
§ Like the disciples, you have time to get used to it and adjust to it. 
§ You have time to open your heart and mind to Scripture and to see what work 

God is calling you, all y’all and us to do. 
§ You have time to devote yourself to prayer.  
§ You have time and will have opportunities to ask questions and make your 

voice heard. 
§ And you have time to reflect on whether our attachment is to a church or to The 

church? Do we worship a building or the one who created all buildings? Would 
we rather quit, than to change? 

• People of Ascension, Redeemer and St. Mark, why are you seeking Jesus inside of 
your church?  
This Christ whom you worship has commissioned you to go into the world, teaching 
and serving in his name. He said he would we with you always. Why do you think he 
is only in these buildings? 

Amen. 
 

A  Acts 1:8. 
B  Acts 1:14. 
C  Luke 24.53. 
D  Luke 24.44-46. 
E  Luke 24.38, 41; John 20:27; Matthew 28:17. 
F  Acts 1:8b. 
G  Luke 24:47-48. 
H  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LPSh2S0OWvg, 
I  Ephesians 2:8-9. 
J  Revelation 21:5. 


