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This is an outline of my sermon text for the Pentecost Sunday, on May 31, 2020. My focus 
was on the Gospel lesson, John 20:19-23 and the traditional Pentecost lesson, Acts 2.1-11, 14, 
22-24. + pBRC 
 

God’s peace be with you. AMEN. 
 

• Like last week, we have two lessons telling versions of the same event. 
o Both tell of the Jesus’ disciples receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

§ From Acts we hear the more familiar story of the Holy Spirit coming onto the 
disciples like tongues of fire on Pentecost, fifty days later. 

§ John’s Gospel says the Risen Christ appeared in the locked room on the first 
Easter Sunday and breathed the Holy Spirit into them. 

o In both, the promised Holy Spirit came to the disciples and empowered them for 
the work Jesus commissioned them to do in his Resurrection appearances, Go 
and be witnesses. 

• I planned on preaching this sermon dressed as one of the Blues Brothers. 
o The connection I hoped to make was that, like the disciples, the Blues Brothers 

were unlikely people to proclaim the Gospel.  
§ In their movie, nothing could stop them in their efforts to pay the taxes on their 

orphanage because they were On A Mission From God.  
o If we face our call to Go and be witnesses with a fraction of the tenacity with 

which the Blues Brothers went On Their Mission From God, we can do 
tremendous things. 
§ But I cannot preach with that kind of levity this week. 

• In the more familiar story of receiving the Holy Spirit, the disciples tell those who 
have come to Jerusalem from around the Roman Empire about Jesus.  
o People from that long list of places heard the disciple’s witness in the words they 

were used to hearing when they were home. 
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o For anyone who has travelled even a little bit, it is nice to find something that 
reminds you of home, a connection to where you’re from. 
§ One of the gifts of the Holy Spirit that often goes missing is the gift of 

hospitality, the gift of making someone feel welcome. 
o The gift of Pentecost was the Holy Spirit bringing people together.  

§ The Holy Spirit broke down barriers of culture and language to bring and bind 
people together.  

§ Being a witness means to speak of a unity for all of God’s children. 
• In John, Jesus said, Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 

you. When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, Receive 
the Holy Spirit. A 
o Jesus breathed the Holy Spirit into his disciples. 
o Two examples from Genesis show what can happen when God breathes.  

§ God’s breath and God’s words create all that is, was and will be. 
§ God formed the earth, breathed into it, and gave life to humanity. 
§ God’s breath, God’s ruah, is life.  

• Jesus breathes a new life, through the Holy Spirit, into His followers. 
o In the times we live in, breathing is challenging term to use.  

§ Breathing is an actual matter of life or death. 
• Breathing on one another spreads the virus we live in fear of. 
• “I can’t breathe,” be heard on the video as George Floyd dies.  

• Many Americans have recently taken to the streets in protests. 
o In states slow to relax COVID related restrictions, people went to their capitols to 

protest, many carrying guns and assault weapons. 
§ They were met police in daily uniforms, and are allowed to stay and say what 

they want, including screaming in officer’s faces. 
§ In my native Michigan and in Minnesota, they went, heavily armed, into the 

State Capital building where the legislature meets, and to the governor’s 
residence, promising violence if their demands are not met. 

o In Minneapolis and other cities, there are protests against police violence, 
especially Minneapolis, where George Floyd was murdered, with a knee on his 
neck while his hands were handcuffed behind him. 
§ They were met by heavily armed police, in riot gear and drawn weapons, who 

at the first alleged provocation, fired tear gas and rubber bullets into the 
crowd. 

o The first group of protesters were almost exclusively white. 
§ The first group protested for their rights to “life, liberty and the pursuit of 

happiness.” Happiness includes getting a haircut and golfing. 
o The second group of protesters were mostly black. 

§ The second group is asking for life.  
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o The list of names of African Americans killed by police is long: Eric Garner, 
Laquan McDonald, Sandra Bland, Sean Bell, Philando Castile, Alton Sterling, 
Michael Brown, Freddie Gray, Tamir Rice, Walter Scott, Atatiana Jefferson, 
Breonna Taylor, and now, George Floyd. 
§ I say their names because they need to be remembered. 
§ I say their names because we need to be reminded, those of us who are white 

need to be reminded the experience of our Black siblings in Christ is different 
than is ours. 
• It is so different that people like local rapper Jabee set up a large sign here 

in OKC at 23rd and MLK saying “Stop Killing Us.” 
o I found this somewhere on social media: When a police car pulls in behind me, 

I’m afraid I’m going to get a ticket for something I did. I can’t imagine what 
it is like for someone who is Black to be afraid they are going to be killed 
for something they didn’t do. 
§ The privilege of being white in this country is real. It doesn’t mean everything 

is easy for white people, but there is not an additional layer of institutional 
racism holding you down. 

§ The officer who had his knee on the neck of George Floyd for ten minutes has 
been arrested. 
• The Systemic racism that has been a knee on the neck of black people for 

hundreds of years remains at large.  
• Regretfully, the protests in Minneapolis and elsewhere have turned violent.  

o In a 1966 interview, the Reverend Doctor Martin Luther King, Jr. said, I contend 
that the cry of "black power" is, at bottom, a reaction to the reluctance of 
white power to make the kind of changes necessary to make justice a 
reality for the Negro. I think that we’ve got to see that a riot is the language 
of the unheard. And, what is it that America has failed to hear? It has failed 
to hear that the economic plight of the Negro poor has worsened over the 
last few years. B 
§ Dr. King knew when people aren’t heard, they act to draw attention to them 

and their problems.  
• There is a proverb that says The child who is not embraced by the 

village will burn it down to feel its warmth. 
§ The decision to destroy things is regrettable, but property can be rebuilt and 

restored. A life taken too soon cannot. 
• When you are fighting for your life, you try to get attention to get someone 

to help you, you react however you think you need to.  
• If you are repeatedly shown your life does not matter to society, why should 

you follow any of society’s rules? 
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§ Many are talking to those in the streets, asking them to work for positive 
change. The rapper Killer Mike addressed people in Atlanta on Friday night 
calling frustrated, young Black men and women to, Go home. Plot, plan, 
strategize, organize, and mobilize. 

o Unfortunately there are the inevitable calls to escalate the response which would 
only make things worse. 
§ The President tweeted Thursday night, When the looting starts, the 

shooting starts. A day later, he tried to walk his words back, his quoting a 
racist strategy from George Wallace and Bull Connor is a dog whistle which 
glorifies violence against black people. 

§ The belief that property has more value than people’s lives matter is the heart 
of this problem.  

• Christ called his disciples, those of old and those of now, to be witnesses. 
o A witness does not just talk. 
o A witness says “Enough,” and then does something about it. 
o A witness stands up, speaks out, walks and works with the oppressed.  

• Right now, I ask you to take a breath. Take a moment to breathe in and out. 
o In these times, a breath can be a dangerous thing. 
o In these times, it is not a right guaranteed for everyone.  
o In these times, it is an expression of anger, exhaustion and frustration. 
o In these times, it is can be a call for calm, often in one’s own heart. 
o In all times, being able to draw a breath matters. 

§ Give others a chance and room to breathe.  
• To breathe is to use the gift of life given to each of us by God. 

• To my mutual Children of God, we are all made in the image of God. 
o It does not matter what color our skin is, what gender we identify as, whom we 

are attracted to, where our ancestors came from, who those ancestors were, how 
much formal education we have and where that was, or how much money and 
other stuff we have. 

o Nothing matters more than the fact that God loves us, and God knows our lives 
matters. 

o We are called to help and serve our neighbor in need. 
§ Right now, our neighbors, our Black brothers and sisters need help because 

some have decided they, and their lives, do not matter.  
• With a deep conviction of justice, and with all of our blessings, talents and abilities, 

we must be witnesses to the world that Black Lives Matter. 
o With a deep breath, we must be witnesses that Black Lives Matter. 

Amen. 
 

A  John 20:21-22. 
B  https://www.cbsnews.com/news/mlk-a-riot-is-the-language-of-the-unheard/ 


