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This is an outline of my sermon text for the 2nd Sunday after Pentecost, on June 14, 2020.  
My focus was on the Gospel lesson, specifically, Matthew 10:16. + pBRC 
 

We give all glory to God.  AMEN. 
• I was in high school when I first heard about Juneteenth. Our history class was 

studying the Civil War and the Emancipation Proclamation ending slavery was 
signed by President Lincoln on January 1, 1863. 
o But it didn’t go into effect until June 19, 1865 in Texas and Louisiana. 

§ I didn’t get what the big deal was. Freedom was delayed for six months was a 
tragedy, but was understandable. Communications were not as instantaneous 
as they are now, and there was a Civil War going on. I thought it was 
reasonable that freedom was delayed. 

§ Then our history teacher, stood beside me, placed her hand on my shoulder 
and showed me grace. She said look at the dates again. 
• It wasn’t 6 months. It was 2 years, and 6 months and 19 days. 
• If justice delayed is a tragedy,  

then justice deliberately delayed and denied is an abomination. 
• Five years ago Wednesday night, a young man wanted to make history.  

o I will not use his name. His heart was so filled with hate that he drove two hours 
to Mother Emanuel AME Church in Charleston to kill as many black people as he 
could and to ignite a race war. 

o He entered the church and sat with 14 people in an hour-long Bible study. 
§ They studied one verse, A from the Parable of the Sower,  

And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: when they hear the word, 
they immediately receive it with joy. B 



 

 Page 2 of 5 

• For an hour, the hate filled young man listened as they discussed how the 
word of God, the love of God, fights to get into the hardest heart, to take 
hold, to grow and to thrive.  

• But the hate filled young man was rocky ground, as the next verse says, 
But they have no root, and endure only for a while; then, when trouble 
or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately they fall 
away. C 

o When the Bible study was over, he brutally executed nine who 
welcomed him and shared of their lives and hearts and souls. 

§ If one life taken is a tragedy,  
then a group of lives heartlessly executed isn’t just a tragedy. 
It is something more. It is an attempt to institute white supremacy. 

• When you hear about police violence against someone, you are troubled. 
When you hear of a white person exerting the authority to which they feel entitled in 
a violent manner against someone black, you are upset.  
At least I can, as a white man. Being troubled and upset is my privilege. 
o You can come up with a reasonable, understandable explanation why it was the 

victim’s fault; even after you see the video. 
§ Michael Brown shouldn’t have been so aggressive. 
§ Sandra Bland should have been more respectful. 
§ George Floyd shouldn’t have been high. 
§ Walter Scott shouldn’t have run away from the officer. 
§ Tamir Rice shouldn’t have been playing with such a realistic toy. 
§ Breonna Taylor should have let the unidentified men entered her apartment in 

the middle of the night. 
§ Ahmaud Arbery should have jogged somewhere else. 
§ Trayvon Martin shouldn’t have been wearing a hoodie. 
§ Clementa, Cynthia, Daniel, DePayne, Ethel, Myra, Sharonda, Susie, and 

Tywanza shouldn’t have studied the Bible. 
§ The Rev. Dr. King should have just kept his mouth shut. 

o You can try to reason one of these away. Privilege lets you see these as isolated 
incidents. Then, the next one happens, and you realize you are a fool to try to 
explain them all away, or any of them away.  
§ If a life taken is a tragedy, then lives repeatedly wrongly taken again and again 

isn’t just an abomination. It is institutional racism. 
• In our lesson from St. Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus is near his hometown, Then he 

said, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. … 
 I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves.” D 
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o Jesus sent his disciples out as Apostles to do the work he was doing.  
§ We are also sent out into this world of chaos and strife. 

o We go on behalf of the Great Shepherd as vulnerable sheep.  
§ We go into the midst of wolves and have to survive. 
§ We go into the midst of wolves and must fight to not become wolves. 

• The world calls on us to return hate with hate, to respond to violence with 
more violence. The impulse whether you want to protest or protect is to 
escalate and dominate. 

§ We go into the midst of wolves with colleagues who are wolves in sheep’s 
clothing. They claim Christ, but do not act like Christ. 

§ We go into the midst of wolves, and have to face the fear, the righteous anger 
and indignation, even if it is our own, and are called to face it with love and 
humility and in service to those in need. 

• The title pastor comes from Latin and means shepherd, and so I go with my flocks 
into the midst of wolves, knowing my flocks are made up of sheep and sheep who 
might be part wolf. 
o My sheep from Redeemer, my sheep of African descent, are seeing, have been 

seeing their own, set up for slaughter, led out for slaughter at the whims of white 
authorities.  
§ Each name I read was murdered at the hands of authorities or someone 

wanting to be an authority. 
§ After literal centuries of being treated as not human, or less than fully human, 

we white people act surprised and shocked that the Black community arises 
with righteous rage. 
• We conveniently forget that it was only a few weeks ago white people, 

acting out their privilege, took to their state capitols, armed with weapons 
war, to address the atrocity that due to the virus crisis, they could not get 
their hair cut and nails done. 

• Some of my sheep have similar feelings. 
o Most of my European decent flock does not. They feel for the African descent 

sheep, even they don’t fully understand it or appreciate it.  
§ They want to help, but they don’t know what to do. 
§ They fear any step they make may blow up on them. 
§ They understand that racism is built into our society, but don’t feel they have 

done anything wrong themselves. 
o I shepherd other sheep who are also hurting. The LGBT flock has seen their 

remembrance days of Pride month, the Stonewall riots and Pulse nightclub 
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shooting overshadowed and pass with mere mentions because there are so 
many other places of outrage and pain. 
§ Members of the trans community, especially trans people of color, are not just 

being killed, but executed with minimal notice or outrage. 
• To all of my sheep, I ask that we stick together. 

o We know there are wolves out there. 
§ We can pray and work to make sure there are not wolves in here. 

o The reasons I want us to remember the Emanuel 9 is because our church body, 
the ELCA owns our sin. 
§ In days after the Emanuel 9 were killed, the ELCA said the killer was a 

member of one of our churches, baptized and confirmed there. 
• He wasn’t involved in church much after that, but remains on our roles. 
• He didn’t learn that hate in our church. 

o But he didn’t learn God’s love in our church.  
o We, as a church body, have to own that failure. 

§ To dismantle the structure of racism, we have to admit our part in it. The 
ELCA is doing that in remembering, confessing and repenting in our role in 
racism and prejudice.  
• There are things we have done, and things we have left undone. 
• There is a lot more to do. But it is a first step. The next step is to work with 

the other sheep of this flock and other flocks. 
o We will step on each other. We will get in each other’s way.  
o But if we can trust each other’s hearts, and show the grace I was shown 

when I didn’t understand what Juneteenth was about, we might be 
strong enough to go to help other sheep who have no flock, who need to 
know they are cared for.  

• President Obama gave the eulogy at the funeral for Emanuel’s Senior Pastor, 
Clementa Pinckney. He said,E 
o Blinded by hatred, (the shooter) failed to comprehend what Reverend Pinckney 

so well understood -- the power of God’s grace. 
o [Grace can be ] a roadway toward a better world. … The path of grace involves 

an open mind -- but, more importantly, an open heart. 
§ If we can find that grace, anything is possible. 
§ If we can tap that grace, everything can change. 

• If we sheep show each other grace, we can protect each other. 
o If we sheep show each other grace, justice will get here. 
o If we sheep show each other grace, the wolves won’t win. 
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• That can happen because God’s grace is amazing.  
Amen. 

 
 

A  They Sat and Studied Scripture, No Matter How Long nor Hot the Day, by Monica Potts in The Trace 
https://www.thetrace.org/2015/06/they-sat-and-studied-scripture-no-matter-how-long-or-hot-the-day/ 

B  Mark 4:16. 
C  Mark 4:17. 
D  Matthew 9:37; 10:16. 
E  Remarks by the President in Eulogy for the Honorable Reverend Clementa Pinckney by Barack 

Obama at College of Charleston, Charleston, South Carolina; www.obamawhitehouse.archives.gov 
/the-press-office/2015/06/26/remarks-president-eulogy-honorable-reverend-clementa-pinckney 

 


