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This is an outline of my sermon text for the Third Sunday after Pentecost, on June 21, 2020. 
My focus was on the New Testament and Gospel lessons, Matthew 10:29-39 and Romans 
6:1b-11. + pBRC 
 

I give all glory to God.  AMEN. 
 

• We live in divisive times. 
o Jesus’ words come when we need to hear them. 
o The sword Jesus speaks about should not is not a weapon.  

§ It is a way to divide and separate. 
§ Jesus is not endorsing violence.  

o Jesus is stating a fact. His words, his call, his commands, his demands, his 
challenges will divide people and families. 

o Jesus has a different agenda. Listen to what Jesus is saying: 
§ Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and 

whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. A 
§ When asked, Jesus says the greatest commandment is summarized as you 

shall have no other gods before me. B  
§ Our love is to go to God before anyone or anything else.  

• That includes your family. 
• If there is a conflict between following what God commands and following 

what your family demands, you have a choice to make.  
• If there is a conflict between following what God commands and following 

what your work or finances demand, you have a choice to make.  
• If there is a conflict between following what God commands and following 

what your politics demand, you have a choice to make.  
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• If there is a conflict between following what God commands and following 
your other beliefs demand, you have a choice to make.  

§ Jesus draws a line in the sand. Whoever does not take up the cross and 
follow me is not worthy of me. C 
• Pick a side, Jesus says. What will you do? 
• Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my 

sake will find it.D 
o Will you hold onto your life, and the control you think you have, or will you 

put your trust in Christ? 
§ Are you willing to lose your life? Will you take up your cross? 

• Taking up the cross means following what Jesus said was where all of the Law and 
all of the teachings of the Prophets hang: You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself. E 
o Taking up your cross means you live a life as Jesus did, caring for those whom no 

one else would care for. It means living a life proclaiming: 
§ Tax collectors’ lives matter. 
§ Prostitutes’ lives matter. 
§ Possessed lives matter. 
§ Lepers’ lives matter. 
§ Your enemies lives matter. 
§ The thief on the left life matters. 
§ The thief on the right life matters. 
§ Centurion lives matter. 
§ Adulterous women’s lives matter. 
§ Bleeding women’s lives matter. 
§ Victims of robbery lives matter.  
§ Samaritan lives matter. 
§ Blind lives matter. 
§ Betraying lives matter. 
§ Denying lives matter. 
§ Lost coin lives matter. 
§ Lost sheep lives matter. 
§ Prodigal sons’ lives matter. 
§ Sinners’ lives matter. 
§ Widows’ lives matter. 
§ Dead lives matter. 
§ Poor lives matter. 
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§ Mourning lives matter. 
§ Meek lives matter. 
§ Hungry & thirsty lives matter. 
§ Merciful lives matter. 
§ Pure-hearted lives matter. 
§ Peacemaker lives matter. 
§ Persecuted lives matter. 

o God recognizes Christ in us when we recognize the Christ is others. 
§ God recognizes Christ in us when we treat others as children of God. 
§ God recognizes Christ in us when we love others the way God loves us. 

• The Apostle Paul unpacks and explains why we must do this. 
o How can we who died to sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us 

who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? F 
§ In Lutheran teaching you constantly hear through our baptism we reborn and 

that we are dead to sin is because the base meaning of baptism in Greek is 
drowned. Baptism is a death.  

§ We are dead to sin. In our baptism, our sin is not erased. It is put in check. It no 
longer has control over us, unless we hand that control over to sin. 

§ Unchecked sin dominates and controls us. Sin makes us victims.  
• Sin infects us and is a contagious corruption of our hearts.  

§ If we die to our sin, if it no longer controls us, our lives or our choices, then we 
are free to live a life as we choose. 
• If that liberation comes from the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

then we should live the life He commands of us in response to that 
unmerited gift of grace.  

o Being liberated from sin frees us to free others. 
§ If we live out, proclaim and share the liberating love of God, we can help them 

break from sin, realizing it has no power over them. 
§ We are free from sin to live a life in service to Christ, You shall love the Lord 

your God BY loving your neighbor as yourself with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your mind. 

o The martyred Salvadoran Archbishop Oscar Romero preached,  
§ If you live out a Christianity … that doesn’t denounce injustice, that 

doesn’t reject the sins humankind commits, that consents to the sins of 
certain classes so as to be accepted by those classes, then … you are 
sinning, you are betraying your mission. The church was put here to 
convert humankind.G 
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• The conversion Bishop Romero proclaims is that decision to follow Christ 
and not the ways of the world, to pick up your cross. 

§ Bishop Romero tells us, and in fact died proclaiming, that being worthy of Christ 
means calling out sin when we encounter it, no matter who it offends.  
• Taking up our cross, living lives worthy of Christ, walking in newness of life 

means not just saying, but living out these beliefs. 
• All lives cannot matter if you won’t admit, if you refuse to say that Black 

Lives Matter. Black people are dying at rates higher and in circumstances 
more questionable than others. All lives do not matter unless the lives of the 
most vulnerable and at-risk matter, and right now, those are Black lives.  

• Let me say it again, for those who still don’t get it. Black Lives Matter. 
o It is repulsive for those who want to claim Christ as part of their identity 

refuse to understand this basic tenant of Christ’s teaching. Whoever 
does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 

• Love takes sides. God’s love takes sides. God’s love goes first to those who 
don’t know love from others BECAUSE they don’t know love from others.  
o God cares more for the poor because the poor need to be cared for more 

than those who are well off, and God commands those who would follow to 
care for them more as well.  

§ Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the 
ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs of your head are all 
counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. 
H 
• God cares for all of God’s creation, including sparrows; creatures sold for 

sacrifice to the poor, because even the poor would have a penny to pay to 
atone for their sins. 

• God, through Jesus Christ, calls us to care for those who are the least to 
society the way that God cares for the sparrow, one of what people believed 
to be the least of creation. 
o God’s eye is on the sparrow, and I know he watches me. 
o Is our eye on those who need to know they matter, and will we watch 

over them in their time of trial? 
Will the church say, Amen? 

 
 

 
 

A  Matthew 10:37. 
B  Exodus 20:3. 
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C  Matthew 10:38. 
D  Matthew 10:39. 
E  Matthew 22:39. 
F  Romans 6:2-3. 
G  Quoted from: Sinners, Be Converted by Celeste Kennel-Shank for Sojourners. 
H  Matthew 10:29-31. 


