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This is an outline of my sermon text for the Fourth Sunday after Pentecost, on June 28, 2020. 
My focus was on the Gospel lesson, Matthew 10:40-42, and Hebrew Bible Lesson, Genesis 
22:1-14. + pBRC 
 

May God’s grace always be with you.  AMEN. 
 

• The results of the Futures Task Force are included in this week’s Clicks. If you need a copy, let 
me know.  
o If you are new to our Covenant family, the three churches have been talking about working 

together, and recently, have discussed if we could be one church, not three. 
• That is what the Futures Task Force recommends; we become ONE Church Together. 

o The suggestion is we temporarily move into one building, and sell the other two. The 
details of how and where and when are for another group to work out IF the congregations 
agree to consolidate, and, therefore, dissolve their current churches & corporations. 

o That is the recommendation. Each church has to agree.  
That means congregational meetings where this is discussed,  
and congregational meetings where this is voted on. 

o Those meetings are being scheduled.  
§ I suggest each church have two meetings. The first just to hear, to ask questions, and 

to think this through. A second, later meeting would include the congregations vote 
for consolidation. 

• I want to talk to you about this, in terms of these two really unique lessons. 
• Our lesson from the Hebrew Bible is best known under two titles. 

o It is either called The Testing of Abraham or The Binding of Isaac.  
§ I think each title is half right. 

o Look at this story the way the original hearer would have heard it. 
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§ They would have known Isaac wasn’t going to die, because they know the nation of 
Israel is named from one of Isaac’s sons. 

§ Abraham, who has repeatedly been told his descendants will outnumber the stars in 
the sky and the world will be blessed through those descendants, is told to offer this 
long-awaited child as a burnt offering and sacrifice. 
• This was common in the Ancient Near East. If you want a huge blessing from your 

god, you had to make a huge sacrifice.  
§ How we hear or read this passage, depends on how you have cast this drama. When 

Isaac is born, Abraham is 99. We don’t know if Isaac is a boy, a teen or a grown man 
when this happens. 

§ How you cast Isaac in your mind’s eye affects how you see this, and who is being tested? 
• If Isaac is a boy whom Abraham could bind and put on the altar, this tests Abraham. 
• If Isaac is old enough to physically resist, then this is his test. 

o I cast Isaac as being mature enough to resist being an unwilling sacrifice, and 
therefore, see this as his test. 

o I see this as The Testing of Isaac, because Abraham failed. 
§ He convinced God to spare Sodom for the sake of the righteous, does not 

question God’s call for Isaac’s sacrifice. 
§ He questioned and challenged God about the blessing of a son, does not 

question God’s call for that son’s sacrifice. 
o God tests Isaac, and his belief in the God whom Abraham has described to him. 

Because Isaac has to pass on the promise of the Covenant God made with 
Abraham to his sons, so it can be told to the next generations and so on. 

o Isaac allows himself to be bound and placed on the altar because he believes when 
Abraham says, God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son. A 

§ And God does. At what seems to be the last minute, God calls to Abraham and reveals 
a ram for the sacrifice. 

§ Isaac experiences that he can trust God’s promises.  
• The brief Gospel lesson is about being welcoming to others, and treating them for who they are. 

o Jesus wants his disciples to understand any welcome or honor or gratitude they receive 
for going out to where He sent them, anything they have been called and commanded to 
do comes back to Christ and back to the Creator.  
§ The glory they will receive for what they do and where they go comes back to the 

Ones who sent them. 
§ The disciples and apostles, those of old and those of now, go because they were sent 

and do as they have been called. 



 

 Page 3 of 4 

o While they will be sent, they will also have the opportunity to serve as hosts as well. 
Hospitality was, and still is, a vital component of the societies of the Ancient Near East. 
Because the distances and environments through which one travelled were often 
treacherous and inhospitable, having a safe respite was valued. It was a necessity. 
§ While they may be welcomed because of the Ones who sent them, Jesus tells them 

and us to welcome someone for whom they are. 
• If they are a prophet, welcome them as a prophet. If they are a righteous person, 

welcome them as a righteous person. 
• Welcome them for who they are, and whose they are. 

o What if we realize our base identity is not a demographic box we tick, or what we fill out 
on a form about our gender, ethnicity, age, heritage, education, wealth or any other 
question? 
§ What if we realize our base identity is as a child of God, made in the Imago Dei, the 

image of God? 
§ While we should not ignore those things that make us different and uniquely us, what 

if we pay more attention to the Loving Creator, we all have in common? 
§ What if we saw people as FIRST, a beloved child of God, AND THEN as one is black 

woman? Or FIRST, a beloved child of God, AND THEN a white man, with other 
demographic categories? 

o What if we welcome people with a glass of cold water simply for their sake; because of 
who they are, how we can help them, and most of all, because they are thirsty? 
§ We don’t worry about what else they want, or what we can get from them, but we 

simply offer a thirsty person hospitality on their journey. 
• Once you get beyond the shock of the fact that we are starting to talk about closing 

churches, and possibly your church, what if we think in terms of these two strange lessons? 
o What if this is our test of faith? 

§ What if we are being tested like Abraham and Isaac and being asked if we would give 
up what is dear and precious to us for the greater good of proclaiming the Good News 
of the Risen Christ and doing God’s work with our hands from a different place? 

§ What if we trust that God will provide? 
• What if we hold to that promise even though we don’t see a way out of this 

nightmare? 
o What if we have to leave our church? Will we be welcomed? 

§ Is it possible that through all of the differences between the people of Ascension and 
Redeemer and St. Mark, we focus on greeting one another as a Child of God first? 
• Then we learn about each other and how all of those differences have shaped us 

and our world view and how we feel called to serve others on God’s behalf, on 
behalf of the Ones who sent us into this crazy world. 
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§ What if we welcome people into our church and help them to believe it is also their 
church? 
• What if we recognize, honor and celebrate their sacrifice and serve them for whom 

they are and what they have given to our common mission, how they have helped 
us to become One Church Together? 

• There is a lot for you to think about and a lot for you to talk about. 
o There will be plenty of opportunities for you to ask questions before you are asked if you, 

on behalf of your church, are willing to go along with this. 
o Please thoughtfully and prayerfully consider this. It is the best ideas that some of the 

smartest among us have come up with.  
o I’m always available to talk and to try to answer questions. 

• I close by pointing out in the story from Genesis, and repeatedly throughout the Bible, that 
when people were called, no matter if they were afraid, unready, weak or downhearted, that 
when called, people said, Here I Am. 
o I hope and pray that as we go forward, when called upon, you are willing to say, Here I Am. 

Amen 
 

A  Genesis 22:8. 


