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This is an outline of my sermon text for the 9th Sunday after Pentecost, on August 2, 2020. 
My focus was on the Gospel lesson, Matthew 14:13-21, the feeding of the 5000. + pBRC 
 
May God guide us as we step out in faith, doing God’s work with our hands and hearts. 

AMEN.  
 

• When I first read today’s Gospel lesson, my attention was drawn to the last part of the 
last verse. 
o And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and 

children. A Besides women and children … 
o All four Gospels tell of Jesus feeding about 5000 men with five loaves of bread –

the size of a bun – and two pieces of fish 
§ Unless you are on a low carb diet, this could be your lunch 

o Only Matthew says the 5,000 total excludes women and children 
§ The other Gospels just say there were about 5,000 men 
§ Matthew also includes women and children when describing the feeding of the 

4000 (Matthew 15.32-39) 
o During these times of the virus crisis and the demand to reform our justice system 

to provide equity, equality and inclusion. 
§ The people who aren’t counted, who aren’t thought about, are those who are 

now being brought front and center. 
§ Those who have been held back, pushed aside and stepped over are being 

recognized, identified and taken care of. 
• That is who Jesus recognizes at the beginning of this verse. 

o He has heard that John the Baptizer has been executed, and Jesus just wants to 
get away. Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a 
deserted place by himself. B 
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o But the crowds who had been with him, and who heard about him tracked him 
down and met him when his boat landed. 

o Jesus was met by the crowd and he had compassion. C 
§ He felt moved to help down to the deepest parts of his insides. 
§ He saw a need. Despite being in mourning and wanting to be alone, Jesus saw 

people who were sick and suffering, and he healed them. 
• This is the first lesson for us from this lesson.  

o Take care of the problem in front of you.  
Even if you don’t want to. Even if you don’t feel like it.  

o Other’s needs are more important than your wants. 
• But his disciples saw another problem. 

o So Jesus told them to take care of it. 
o The crowd met Jesus in a desolate place, because that is where Jesus was 

heading to be alone.  
§ Now, it is late in the day and there is nowhere to go to get food. 

o Jesus said to them, "They need not go away; you give them something to 
eat." D 

• The lessons and messages we will hear for the next two months as part of our late 
Summer sermon series will all call us to step out in faith. 
o They will challenge us to step out of our comfort zone, and step into the places of 

need in our communities. 
§ They call us to step out of reason and step into faith. 
§ Just as Jesus is challenging his disciples 

• The disciples think their resources are insufficient. 
o It is only five loaves of bread and two fish. 

• Jesus is puzzled that they think that amount of food is not enough to solve the 
problem. 
o After having taught the disciples what the Kingdom of Heaven is through a series 

of parables, Jesus will now give them a look at what comes with the Reign of God 
o The disciples give Jesus what they have.  

§ He blesses it and gives it back. 
§ They take the food and it is more than enough.  
§ In fact, they have leftovers. 
§ All ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken 

pieces, twelve baskets full.E 
• Everyone had more than enough, even those who normally don’t count. 

o Like the disciples, we think what we have to offer is not enough.  
We don’t think it will matter. We don’t think it will make an impact. 
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§ What we don’t know, and often don’t think about is how our act of love is 
received. We don’t know what impact what we do will have. 

• This miracle not only shows us God’s power, but how we can be a part of that power 
and God’s work. 
o We need to step up to the challenge and step out of our comfort zone to take the 

blessings that we have and to share them with others. 
o We need to give what we have over to God with the anticipation that God will 

provide for our needs and the needs of those we are trying to help. 
o The key is giving the blessings we have back to God. 

§ That is what the disciples do when they gave Jesus the bread and fish. 
§ He blessed what they had, and gave it back to them. 

o Our work is more efficient and effective when we include God in it. 
§ We can’t solve the problems of the world on our own. 
§ If we are in prayer about what to do, and if we are in prayer asking for God’s 

blessings, we have a much greater chance of success.  
• Remember, we have received these blessings in order to be a blessing to 

others. 
o Why wouldn’t we ask God to bless those blessings, to bless our efforts, 

no matter how meager we think they are? 
§ We understand everyone counts, especially those who usually aren’t counted 

because they are held back and pushed aside. 
• Why should we doubt that everything we do counts, no matter how meager 

and minor it seems, especially if we are asking God to bless our work, the 
hands who helped, and the hands whom will receive? 

• God, help us see how you see, all of the potential 
o And all that is possible. And let us love as you love, 
o With all that we have and with all that we are. AMEN. 
 

 
A  Matthew 14:21. 
B  Matthew 14:13. 
C  Matthew 14:14. 
D  Matthew 14:16. 
E  Matthew 14:20. 


