
tŚŝůĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞƌĞ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƟŵĞ�ĐĂŵĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂďǇ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�
ďŽƌŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐŚĞ�ŐĂǀĞ�ďŝƌƚŚ�ƚŽ�ŚĞƌ�ĮƌƐƚďŽƌŶ͕�Ă�ƐŽŶ͘�^ŚĞ�ǁƌĂƉƉĞĚ�Śŝŵ�
ŝŶ�ĐůŽƚŚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉůĂĐĞĚ�Śŝŵ�ŝŶ�Ă�ŵĂŶŐĞƌ͕ �ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ǁĂƐ�ŶŽ�ŐƵĞƐƚ�

ƌŽŽŵ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞŵ͘
Ͷ>ƵŬĞ�Ϯ͗ϲͲϳ

��ƉĂƌĂĚŽǆ�ŝƐ�Ă�ƐĞĞŵŝŶŐůǇ�ƐĞůĨͲĐŽŶƚƌĂĚŝĐƚŽƌǇ͕ �ďƵƚ�ƚƌƵĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ͘�>ŝŬĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƌĂĚŽǆ�ƵƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŽƉĞŶ�
ƚŚĞ�ŝŶĨĂŵŽƵƐ��ŝĐŬĞŶƐ͛�ŶŽǀĞů���dĂůĞ�ŽĨ�dǁŽ��ŝƟĞƐ͗�͞/ƚ�ǁĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞƐƚ�ŽĨ�ƟŵĞƐ͖�ŝƚ�ǁĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌƐƚ�ŽĨ�
ƟŵĞƐ͘͟ ��

�ŽƌŶ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƌƵůĞ�ŽĨ�Ă�ĚŝĐƚĂƚŽƌ͕ �:ĞƐƵƐ�ƉŽƐĞĚ�Ă�ƉĂƌĂĚŽǆ�ŝŶ�,ŝŵƐĞůĨ͘ �dŚĞ�/ƐƌĂĞůŝƚĞƐ�ĂŶƟĐŝƉĂƚĞĚ�Ă�
ƌƵůĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ŬŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�DĞƐƐŝĂŚ͘�

�Ƶƚ�ŝŶƐƚĞĂĚ͕�ƚŚĞ�DĞƐƐŝĂŚ�ǁĂƐ�ďŽƌŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂƐĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƌƵŶĚŽǁŶ��ĞƚŚůĞŚĞŵ�ŵŽƚĞů͘

dŚĞ�ƉĂǆ�ZŽŵĂŶĂ͕�Ă�ƟŵĞ�ŽĨ�ƌĞůĂƟǀĞ�ĐĂůŵ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇ͕ �ďĞŐĂŶ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�
ƌĞŝŐŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ZŽŵĂŶ��ŵƉĞƌŽƌ͕ ��ĂĞƐĂƌ��ƵŐƵƐƚƵƐ͘�tŚŝůĞ�ƉĞĂĐĞ�ǁĂƐ�ŵĂŶĚĂƚĞĚ�ďǇ��ĂĞƐĂƌ͕ �ŵĂŶǇ�
ƐĞĐƚƐ�ĂǁĂŝƚĞĚ�Ă�ƌĞǀŽůƵƟŽŶͶŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�:ĞǁƐ͘�dŚĞ�:ĞǁƐ�ǁĂŝƚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�DĞƐƐŝĂŚ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŵĞ�ĂƐ�Ă�
ŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƉŽůŝƟĐĂů�ůĞĂĚĞƌ�ƚŽ�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚ�/ƐƌĂĞů Ɛ͛�ƚŚƌŽŶĞ�ŝŶ�:ĞƌƵƐĂůĞŵ͘�

�Ƶƚ�ĐŽŵƉĂƌĞĚ�ƚŽ��ĂĞƐĂƌ��ƵŐƵƐƚƵƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞǆ͕�ƉŽŶƟĨĞǆ͕�ŵĂǆŝŵƵƐ͕�:ĞƐƵƐ�ǁĂƐ�ƉŽǁĞƌůĞƐƐ͕�ŚĞůƉůĞƐƐ͕�
ǁĞĂŬ͘���ĂĞƐĂƌ�ƌĞŝŐŶĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�Ă�ƚŚƌŽŶĞ͖�:ĞƐƵƐ�ƌĞŝŐŶĞĚ�ŝŶ�ŚĂǇ͘

'ŽĚ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŶŽ�ŵĂƩĞƌ�ŚŽǁ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞĚ�ŽƵƌ�ƚŚĞŽůŽŐǇ�ŝƐ͕�ŝƚ�ĐĂŶŶŽƚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŝůů�ŶŽƚ�
ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶ�,ŝŵ͘�tĞ�ŵƵƐƚ�ƌĞĞǀĂůƵĂƚĞ�ŽƵƌ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚĂƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�'ŽĚ͘�&ƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ďŝƌƚŚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�DĞƐƐŝĂŚ�ƚŽ�
'ŽĚ Ɛ͛�ƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞ�ŝŶ�ŽƵƌ�ĞǀĞƌǇĚĂǇ�ůŝǀĞƐ͕�ƚŚĞ��ƌĞĂƚŽƌ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĂůůǇ�ŇŝƉƐ͕�ƚǁŝƐƚƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ũƵŵďůĞƐ�ŽƵƌ�Ğǆ-
ƉĞĐƚĂƟŽŶƐ͘�

DƵĐŚ�ůŝŬĞ�ƚŚĞ�/ƐƌĂĞůŝƚĞƐ͕�ǁĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŽƵƌ�ŽǁŶ�ĂŶƟĐŝƉĂƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ŚŽǁ�'ŽĚ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ŵŽǀŝŶŐ�Žƌ�ĂĐƟŶŐ�
ŝŶ�ŽƵƌ�ůŝǀĞƐ͘�tĞ�ƉƌĂǇ�ĨŽƌ�ŚĞĂůŝŶŐ�Žƌ�ƌĞƐƚŽƌĂƟŽŶ�Žƌ�ĮŶĂŶĐŝĂů�ƐƚĂďŝůŝƚǇ͕ �ďƵƚ�ĂƌĞ�ůĞŌ�ƐĐƌĂƚĐŚŝŶŐ�ŽƵƌ�
ŚĞĂĚƐ�ŝŶ�ĚŝƐďĞůŝĞĨ�ǁŚĞŶ�'ŽĚ�ĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚ͕�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ͕�Žƌ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĂǇƐ�ǁĞ�ƉƌĞĚŝĐƚ͘�

tĞ�ĐĂŶ�ĮŶĚ�ĐŽŵĨŽƌƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�'ŽĚ�ŝƐŶ͛ƚ�ŵĞĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĨƵůůǇ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚŽŽĚ�Žƌ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞĚ͘�zĂŚǁĞŚ�ƐƚŽŽƉƐ�
ĚŽǁŶ�ĨƌŽŵ�,ŝƐ�ŚĞĂǀĞŶůǇ�ƚŚƌŽŶĞ�ƚŽ�ǁŝƉĞ�ŽƵƌ�ƚĞĂƌƐ͕�ĨŽƌŐŝǀĞ�ŽƵƌ�ƐŝŶƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĚǁĞůů�ĂŵŽŶŐ�ƵƐ͘�,Ğ�ƐĞŶƚ�
,ŝƐ�ŽŶůǇ�^ŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƌĞĚĞĞŵ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ�ďǇ�ƌĞŝŐŶŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�Ă�ĐƌŽƐƐ͕�ŶŽƚ�ĂŶ�ĞĂƌƚŚůǇ�ƚŚƌŽŶĞ͘�

��ƐĞƌǀĂŶƚ�ůĞĂĚĞƌ͘ ���ŚƵŵďůĞ�ŬŝŶŐ͘���ůŽǀŝŶŐ�ŵĂƐƚĞƌ͘ �

Week Two: The Beautiful Paradox

�Ξ��ůů�ZŝŐŚƚƐ�ZĞƐĞƌǀĞĚ�ďǇ�DĂƌŐĂƌĞƚ�&ĞŝŶďĞƌŐ͘�
dŽ�ůĞĂƌŶ�ŵŽƌĞ͕�ǀŝƐŝƚ�ǁǁǁ͘ŵĂƌŐĂƌĞƞĞŝŶďĞƌŐ͘ĐŽŵ͘ 5



Prayer | �ĞĂƌ�:ĞƐƵƐ͕�'ŝǀĞ�ŵĞ�ĐŽŶĮĚĞŶĐĞ�ƚŽ�ƵŶĐůĞŶĐŚ�ŵǇ�ŚĂŶĚƐ�ŽĨ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽů�ĂŶĚ�ůĞƚ�zŽƵ�ƌĞŝŐŶ�ŝŶ�
ŵǇ�ůŝĨĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĞĂƌƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƐĞĂƐŽŶ͘�DĂǇ�/�ƌĞũŽŝĐĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞĂƵƟĨƵů�ƉĂƌĂĚŽǆĞƐ�ŽĨ�zŽƵƌ�ďŝƌƚŚ͕�ůŝĨĞ͕�ĚĞĂƚŚ͕�
ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐƵƌƌĞĐƟŽŶ͘�/Ŷ�:ĞƐƵƐ͛�ŶĂŵĞ͕�ĂŵĞŶ͘

Dig Deeper | �>ŽŽŬ�ƵƉ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ�ƉĂƐƐĂŐĞƐ͗��>ƵŬĞ�Ϯ͗ϭͲϮϭ͕�Ϯ��ŽƌŝŶƚŚŝĂŶƐ�ϭϮ͗ϭͲϭϬ͕�ĂŶĚ�DĂƚͲ
ƚŚĞǁ�ϱ͗ϯͲϭϮ͘�

tŚŝĐŚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�^ĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞƐ�ŝƐ�ŵŽƐƚ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐŝŶŐ�ǇŽƵ͍�

,Žǁ�ĂƌĞ�ǇŽƵ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƌĂĚŽǆĞƐ�ŝŶ�^ĐƌŝƉƚƵƌĞ�ƚŽ�ůŝǀĞ�ŽƉƉŽƐŝƚĞ�ǁŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ�ƐĂǇƐ͍��

/Ŷ�ǁŚĂƚ�ǁĂǇƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ǇŽƵ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŬŝŶŐĚŽŵ�ŽĨ�'ŽĚ�ĂƐ�ĂŶ�ƵƉƐŝĚĞ�ĚŽǁŶ�ŬŝŶŐĚŽŵ͍�

Christmas Melody | �&ŝŶĚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƐŽŶŐ�ŽŶ�^ƉŽƟĨǇ͕ �ŝdƵŶĞƐ͕�Žƌ�zŽƵƚƵďĞ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǁĞĞŬ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƉĞŶĚ�ƟŵĞ�
ŝŶ�ǁŽƌƐŚŝƉ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞŇĞĐƟŽŶ͗�͞�ǁĂǇ�ŝŶ�Ă�DĂŶŐĞƌ͟�ďǇ�^ƵłĂŶ�^ƚĞǀĞŶƐ͘

�Ξ��ůů�ZŝŐŚƚƐ�ZĞƐĞƌǀĞĚ�ďǇ�DĂƌŐĂƌĞƚ�&ĞŝŶďĞƌŐ͘�
dŽ�ůĞĂƌŶ�ŵŽƌĞ͕�ǀŝƐŝƚ�ǁǁǁ͘ŵĂƌŐĂƌĞƞĞŝŶďĞƌŐ͘ĐŽŵ͘6



Unwrapping Advent + Week Two 

Luke 2:1-21  
1  In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 

be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, 
because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While 
they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. 

8  In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a 
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 
and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those 
whom he favors!” 

15   When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 
Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had 
been told them about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them. 

21 After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called 
Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 

 

  



2 Corinthians 12:1-10  
1 It is necessary to boast; nothing is to be gained by it, but I will go on to visions and 

revelations of the Lord. 2 I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught 
up to the third heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God 
knows. 3 And I know that such a person—whether in the body or out of the body I do 
not know; God knows— 4 was caught up into Paradise and heard things that are not to 
be told, that no mortal is permitted to repeat. 5 On behalf of such a one I will boast, but 
on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses. 6 But if I wish to boast, I will 
not be a fool, for I will be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may 
think better of me than what is seen in me or heard from me, 7 even considering the 
exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep me from being too elated, a 
thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from 
being too elated. 8 Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, 
9 but he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in 
weakness.” So, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of 
Christ may dwell in me. 10 Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 
persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am 
strong. 

 

Matthew 5:3-12.  
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
5 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
7 Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 
11 Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 

evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

 

  


